HAMILCAR   BARCA.                    l6l
two large cutlasses. Advancing his left foot, he con* fronted and defied them all, as, with flashing eyes, bending forward, he stood immovable under the golden candelabrum.
Tints, as a precaution, every member of the conference had carried concealed weapons into the temple: it was a crime ; they looked at one another terrified. As all were culpable, each quickly reassured himself, and gradually turned his back to the Suffete, retreating to the body of the hall, enraged and humiliated. For the second time they had recoiled before Hamilcar.
They remained for some moments standing. Some, who had carelessly wounded their fingers, held them in their mouths, or rolled them up gently in the ends of their mantles, and, as they were dispersing, Hamilcar heard their remarks:
" Ah! it is a point of delicacy. He does not wish to afflict his daughter 1"
A voice, in a very loud tone, answered : " Doubtless, since she takes her lovers from amongst the Mercenaries !"
At first he staggered;   then his  eyes searched rapidly over the throng for Schahabarim. The pontiff of  Tanit had alone remained seated.     Hamilcar could only perceive in the distance his tall cap. All sneered at the  Suffete to his very face, and, as his agony augmented, their joy increased, while amid the confused yells he could hear those who were last to depart, screaming back at him : " He was seen leaving her bed-chamber I" " One morning in the month of Tammouz I" " He is the thief of the Zaimph!"
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